Redpath Museum
859 Sherbrooke Street West
Montreal, Quebec H3A 0C4
Ph: 514-398-4086 redpath.museum@mcgill.ca
EXHIBITION

Lady into Fox
Sunday, August 11th @ 11:30am and 1:30pm
Monday, August 12th @ 1:00pm
FREE Admission – In English

Challenging notions of fact, fiction, science, authority, and the miraculous, the
Lady Into Fox collection is disquieting and fascinating!
(MONTREAL – July 29, 2013) The Redpath Museum, McGill University, in collaboration with visual artist
and poet, Leigh Kotsilidis are pleased to present the Lady Into Fox collection – an exhibition titled after the
novella written in 1922 by British author David Garnett. The late Victorian tale chronicles a woman's sudden
transformation into a fox, and recounts how she and her husband struggle to come to terms with her new
physical form and the eventual changes they both undergo in their fundamental natures. Originally this story
was received by critics as a work of fiction, but as author David Garnett always asserted, it is in fact, a true
story.
Come join Dr. Aidan Gillian, the founder and specialist of the Lady Into Fox collection, for his screening of
a short filmic adaptation of the novella, as well as a guided tour of Lady Into Fox artifacts, with tea to
follow.
As an installation artist, stop-animator and poet, Leigh Kotsilidis challenges the line between fact and fiction
as it relates to knowledge production in our society. She mingles “facts” or representations of definitive
knowledge with “fictions.” The intention is to confound the ordinary to make it ambiguous, which by
extension also makes us estranged to the conventionally recognizable, and intrinsically, ourselves. It is
through this bemusement that our imaginations are provoked. Suddenly we can see what was there all along
and recognize our potential to reinvent or manipulate what else it might be.
Leigh Kotsilidis is a published Canadian poet, stop-animator, installation artist, and freelance graphic
designer. She has had group and solo exhibitions in Toronto, Peterborough as well as Montreal; and has
participated in residencies at The Banff Centre for the Arts, ART342, and New York Mills Cultural Center. In
2009 and 2010, Leigh Kotsilidis was selected as a finalist for the CBC Literary Awards. Hypotheticals, her first
full length poetry collection, was published by Coach House Books in the Fall of 2011. For more about Leigh
Kotsilidis, read her review in American Scientist magazine:
www.americanscientist.org/bookshelf/pub/querying-science
The Redpath Museum of McGill University fosters the study of the history and diversity of the natural
world. Its mandate includes geological, biological and cultural diversity and it carries out conventional
academic teaching and research activities on the scale of academic departments of comparable size. The
museum‘s distinctive feature is the preservation and curation of objects, the registration of their existence,
and the provision of access to other collections. Through the public display and interpretation of these
objects, it both advances undergraduate and graduate education, and serves the general public.
CONTACT: Leigh Kotsilidis, 514-884-9283, leighkots@yahoo.ca

